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Provenance

It is not known when the papers of M. B. Adams were placed in the care
of the Georgetown College Archives. When President left Georgetown College in
1930, his correspondence and other papers were probably stored at various
places on campus. At some point, they were deposited in the Cooke Memorial
Library where they remained until the Ensor Learning Resource Center was
completed, and they were transferred there in 1998. The papers were opened
for research in June 2000.

Biographical Note

Adams served as president of Georgetown College from 1913-30. He was
born in 1869 in Clarksburg, West Virginia to John Browning and Martha
Columbia (Holden) Adams. He attended Broaddus Classical and Scientific
Institution, Clarksburg, 1888-90, and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
where he received the Th. B. degree in 1893. The New Castle Baptist Church,
New Castle, KY ordained him in 1891. He served as pastor of the church until
1893. When he left, he held pastorates at North Fork Baptist Church, Mason
County, KY, 1893-98, and First Baptist Church, Frankfort, KY, 1898-1910.

Adams served as corresponding secretary (1910-13), vice president
(1918), and president (1918-22) of the Kentucky Baptist Education Society of
Kentucky. He was also president of the Kentucky State Baptist Young People's
Union, 1889-1904; president of the Kentucky Anti-Saloon League, 1900-07;
and assistant moderator of the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky in
1909. He was president of the Southern Baptist Convention's Standardization
Commission, 1923-27; chairman, Kentucky Commission for the Selection of
Rhodes Scholars, 1913-19; president, Kentucky Association of Colleges and
Universities; member, Kentucky Education Association; and president,
Southern Baptist Education Association, 1926-28.



As president of Georgetown College, Adams abolished the old Georgetown
Academy, which had been a part of the college since its founding; gained
accreditation for the college by the Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools of the Southern States and membership with the American Association
of Colleges; built a new gymnasium; briefly banned fraternities; endowed a
chair of Bible and Religion; the first college drama group, (The Maskrafters),
was organized; an International Relations Club is started; and the Old Female
Seminary property was sold for use as a Georgetown City High School.

Robert Snyder, A HISTORY OF GEORGETOWN COLLEGE (1980); George
Raleigh Jewell, s.v. "Adams, Maldon Browning," in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS, 2 vols., Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1958, 1:3.

The correspondence and subject files reveal his extensive activties as
president: Baptist relations, student recruitment, student discipline, fund
raising, state, national, and Baptist education, campus activities, social issues,
and others.

Subseries Description
Subseries | Boxes 1-26 Correspondence, 1915-29

There are significant gaps in President Adams’s correspondence. He

came to the presidency of Georgetown College in 1913, but the

correspondence does not begin until 1915. The other gap is between

1923 and 1927.

Subseries Il  Boxes 26-27 Subiject Files, 1915-30

The subject files cover special topics that Adams wanted to keep track,
such trustee meetings, faculty committee, and the budget.

Document Case List

Subseries |
Correspondence

Box 1 1 Ma-Ma 1915
2 Ma-Ma 1915
3 Me-Me 1915
4 Me-Mi 1915
5 Mo-Mo 1915
6 Mu-Ne 1915
7 Ne-Pa 1915
8 Pe-Pe 1915
9 Ph-Pr 1915
10 Po-Po 1915
11 Pr-Pu 1915-16



Box 2

Box 3

Box 4

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

57
58

Ra-Ra
Rh-Ri
Ro-Ro
Ry-Sc
Se-Si
Sk-Sm
Sn-So

Sp-Sph
St-St
Su-Ta
Th-Th
To-Ve
Wa-Wa
We-We
Wh-Wh
Wi-Wi
Wo-Ze
Ab-Ad
Ad-Ad
Ag-Al
Am-Am
An-An
Ap-Ap
Ar-Assn
At-Av
Ba-Ba
Ba-Ba
Ba-Ba

Ba-Be
Be-Be
Be-Be
Bi-Bo
Bo-Bo
Bo-Br
Br-Br
Br-Br
Br-Bu
Bu-By
Ca-Canvass Hill
Canvass Sp
Ca-Ca
Ca-Ce
Ch-Ch
Ch-Ci
CI-ClI

Co-Coo
Co-Co

1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915-16
1915-16

1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1916
1916-17
1916
1916
1916-17
1916-17
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916

1916
1916-17
1916-17
1916
1916
1916-17
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916

1916
1916



Box 5

Box 6

59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106

Co-Cov
Co-Cra
Cre-Cr
Cu-Cu
Da-Da
Da-Da
De-DeB
Di-Du
Ea-Ea
Eb-Ed
El-Ewi
Fa-Fa
FI-FI
Fo-Fr
Fu-Ga

Ga-Canvass Garrett

Ga-Ge
Ge-Go
Go-Go
Gr-Ta

Canvass Herndon
Canvass Hill-Canvass Hinton
Canvass Hopkins
Canvass Mitchell-Va

Br-Br
Kel-Ken
Kep-Kep
Kes-Kre
Lac-Lav
Lay-Lee
Leh-Lew

Lil-Lov

Low-McChes

McClu-McEl
McFar-Mac
Mad-Map
Mar-Mar
Mat-Met
Mey-Mit
Moh-Mor
Mos-Mur

Mus-Nic
Nob-Nun
O’'Ba-O’'Neal
Ott-Pan
Par-Par
Pat-Pay
Pen-Per

1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916

1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1916-17
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917

1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917



Box 7

Box 8

107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123

124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143

144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154

Pet-Pee
Pig-Pol
Pom-Por
Pow-Pow
Pres-Qui
Ra-Ray
Rea-Rho
Ric-Ric
Rid-Roa
Rob-Rob
Rog-Rou
Row-Rus
Rya-Sau
Say-Sea
Seb-Sha
She-Shi
Sho-Sil

Sim-Sle
Smi-Smi
She-Spi
Spo-Sta
Ste-Ste
Sto-Stro
St-Tan
Tay-Tho
Thu-Tot
Tow-Twy
Val-Ves
Vin-Vor
Wad-Wal
War-Wat
Way-Wel
Wes-Whi
Whi-Wig
Wil-Wit
Win-Wyn
Yak-You

Abb-Adc
Adv-Ald
All-Ame
Ami-And

Applications for Teachers
Applications for Teachers

Arg-Ash
Ath-Aye
Bag-Bal
Ban-Bat
Bau-Bau

1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917

1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917

1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918



Box 9

Box 10

Box 11

155
156

157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165

166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180

181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201

Bea-Bea
Bec-Ber

Bel-Bla
Boa-Boo
Bor-Boy
Bra-Bre

Bri-Bro
Bru-Bry
Buc-But
Alb-Hou

Hum-Wym

Auditor’'s Reports

Bry-McC
McC-Nea
Nep-Pea
Pel-Poe
Por-Pul
Pul-Ree
Rho-Ril
Rob-Sha
She-Smi
Snu-Str
Tan-Tay
Tho-Tul
Van-Wea
Web-Wil

Wit-Yan
Abe-Ada
Adc-Anc
All-Arm
Arn-Arn
Ath-Bac
Bai-Bai
Bak-Bal
Ban-Ban
Bar-Bea
Bed-Ben
Ber-Bes
Bes-Bes
Bla-Bla
Boa-Bog
Bol-Bol
Bon-Bon
Bos-Bos
Bow-Boy
Bra-Bra
Bre-Bro

1918
1918

1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1919-20
1919

1920-25
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920

1919-20
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23



Box 12

Box 13

202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209

210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231

232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249

Bru-Bry
Bom-Bon
Bur-But
Cal-Cam
Car-Car
Cas-Cer
Cha-Chi
Cla-Clo

Coa-Coe
Con-Cur
Dan-Dan
Das-Das
Dav-Dav
Dea-Dep
Dic-Dig
Din-Din
Dix-Dow
Dud-Dud
Dun-Dye
Ead-Edd
Edu-Eld
Ell-Els

English Department-Enn

Eno-Evi
Fan-Fie
Fin-Fol
For-Fre
Gab-Gai
Gan-Gas
Gat-Gei

Gen-Giv
Gladdish-Gre
Gri-Hag
Hai-Hal
Ham-Han
Har-Hay
Hea-Her
Hic-Hig
Hil-Hil
Hin-Hoo
Hop-Hop
How-Hud
Hul-Hut
Inn-lre
Jac-Jam
Jay-Jen
Joh-Joh
Jon-Jon

1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23

1920-22
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1923

1921-23
1922-23
1921-23
1921-23
1922-23
1922-23
1923

1921-22
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1919-23
1921-23

1920-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1920-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1922-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23



Box 14

Box 15

250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258

259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278

279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297

Jud-Kenny
Kin-Kin
Klo-Kyz
Lad-Lan
Lav-Lee

Lei-Lig
Lil-Lyt
McN-Man
Mar-Mas

Mat-McF
McGI-McKen
McMil-McMur
Mee-Mel
Min-Mir
Mit-Mit
Mon-Mor
Mou-Mus
Nap-Nas
Nea-Nep
Nic-Ogi
Oi-Pat
Pay-Pea
Pec-Pey
Phi-Pik
Pit-Por
Pot-Qui
Rag-Ran
Ras-Ray
Rea-Ric

Ric-Rip
Ris-Rof
Rog-Row
Rul-Sams
San-See
Ses-Shi
Sho-Ska
Smi-Squ
Sta-Stu
Sul-Tan
Tar-Tex
Tho-Tho
Tho-Thr
Tic-Tom
Tra-Tul
Tur-Vol
Udc-Wal
War-Wea
Way-Wit

1921-23
1921-23
1923

1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1922-23

1921-23
1922-23
1922-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1923

1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23

1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1920-23
1920-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23
1921-23



Box 16

Box 17

298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326

327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345

Ada-Ada
Ade-Ami
And-Arm
Arn-Arn
Ash-Ave
Bai-Bal
Ban-Bar
Bat-Bax
Bea-Bil
Bir-Bis
Bla-Boa
Bog-Boo
Bos-Bou
Bra-Bra
Bre-Bri
Bro-Bro
Bry-Bry
Bui-Bur
Bus-Cal
Cam-Cam
Car-Che
Chu-Cli
Coa-Coc
Col-Com
Con-Cot
Cov-Cra
Cre-Cun
Cur-Dav
Daw-Daw

DeJ-Deq
Dic-Din
Doa-Dou
Doy-Dur
Eas-Edg
Edw-ElI
Els-Eva
Ewa-Eye
Far-Fay
For-Fos
Fou-Fro
Gad-Gai
Gam-Gar
Gas-Gei
Gil-Git
Giv-Gol
Goo-Gos
Gra-Gri
Gua-Hac

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1926-27
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1926-27
1926-27
1927
1927
1927
1927



Box 18

Box 19

346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363

364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383

384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393

Hag-Hag
Ham-Ham
Han-Har
Hat-Her
Hia-Hod
Hol-Hol
Hop-How
Hul-Jac
Jam-Jew
Joh-Joh
Jon-Jon
Kav-Kem
Ken-Ker
Kim-Kin
Kir-Knu
Kra-Kra
Lan-Law
Lea-Lea

Lea-Lit
Lof-Mad
Mag-Mar
Mas-Max
Mea-Mit
Mon-Moo
Mor-Mur
Nas-Nun
Obe-Pea
Pen-Pow
Pre-Qui
Ram-Rea
Red-Rei
Ren-Rho

Ric-Rig

Ril-Ris

Rit-Rob
Rog-Rog
Ros-Row
Sab-Sab

StC-Sam
Sca-See
Set-Shi
Shu-Sli

Smi-Smi
Sne-Sta
Ste-Ste
Sti-Sum

Swa-Swo
Tal-Tay

1926-27
1927
1927-28
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1926-27
1927
1927

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1926-27
1927
1927

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927



Box 20

Box 21

394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406

407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435

436
437
438
439
440
441

Tel-Tha
Tho-Tho
Tic-Tou
Tra-Tyr
Van-Voo
Wad-War
Wat-Way
Wea-Wel
Wes-Wha
Whi-Whi
Wil-Win
Wis-Wyc
Yag-Yan

Alex-All
Ame-Ame
And-Arn
Ath-Atw
Bai-Bal
Ban-Bar
Bau-Bea
Bel-Ben
Bis-Bla
Boa-Bor
Bos-Bra
Bre-Bro
Bry-Byr
Cal-Cam
Car-Chu
Cla-Cla
Cle-Col
Com-Cos
Cra-Cra
Cre-Cou
Cub-Dai
Dam-Dav
Dur-Eak
Ewi-Ewi
Fan-Fis
Fog-Fre
Fro-Fug
Gab-Gai
Gar-Gar

Gas-Gib
Gil-Gol
Goo-Goo
Gra-Gra
Gre-Gwa
Hag-Hall

1927
1927
1926-27
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1926-27
1927
1927

1927-28
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1927-28
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1927-28
1928
1928
1927-28
1928
1928
1928

1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928



Box 22

442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471

472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490

Ham-Ham
Han-Har
Haw-Haw
Hau-Hem
Hen-Hen
Her-Hin
Hoc-Hol
Hop-Hou
How-Hul
Hun-Hur
Jam-Jam
Jen-Jen
Jet-Joh
Jon-Jon
Jud-Jud
Kan-Kei
Kel-Kel
Kem-Ker
Kni-Kre
Lai-Lan
Law-Lea
Lee-Lev
Lew-Lig
Lil-Lou
Lov-Lov
Low-Lyo

McC-McCon
McFer-McKni
McMur-Mac

Mad-Mah

Man-Man
Mar-Mar
Mas-Mas
Mat-May
Mil-Min
Mit-Mit
Mof-Mon
Moo-Mos
Mul-Mur
Nan-Nan
Nas-Neu
Nic-Nun
O’Ha-Osb
Pac-Pea
Peg-Pet
Phi-Pit
Poi-Por
Pow-Pre
Pri-Pur

1928
1928
1928
1928
1927-28
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1927-28
1928
1928
1928

1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1927-28
1928



Box 23

491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506

507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538

Rab-Ree
Rho-Rho
Ric-Ril
Rob-Rog
Ros-Rut
Sac-Sch
Sco-Set
Sew-Shu
Sig-Sla
Slu-Smi
Sna-Sta
Ste-Ste
Sto-Sto
Str-Swe
Taf-Tan
Tay-Ter

Tho-Tho
Thr-Tol
Tra-Tra
Tre-Tro
Tru-Tru
Tuc-Tur
Ulm-Val
Wal-War
Wat-Way
Wea-Wea
Web-Wes
Whi-Whi
Wia-Wid
Wil-Win
Wol-Wri
Yag-You
Ada-Adk
Alt-Ame
Amm-Arn
Atk-Atk
Atu-Aus
Bak-Bal
Bar-Bau
Bea-Boa
Bog-Bon
Bos-Bow
Boy-Bra
Bri-Bro
Bry-Byr
Cal-Cam
Can-Cha
Chi-Chr

1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928

1927-28
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928-29
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1928
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929



Box 24

Box 25

539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569

570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587

Cla-Cla
Cli-Coc
Col-Con
Cor-Cos
Cot-Cot
Cow-Cur
Dal-Daw
DeJ-Ded
Dil-Dil
Doa-Doy
Dra-Dun
Eas-Elr
Els-Ewi
Far-Fer
Fit-Fou
Fra-Fun
Gai-Gat
Gib-Gol
Goo-Gra
Gre-Gri
Hag-Ham
Har-Har

Hatfield-Hatfield

Hay-Hin
Hoa-Hoc
Hol-Hol
Hor-Hov
How-Hus
Jen-Joh
Jon-Jud
Kel-Kel

Ken-Kit
Lac-Laz
Lea-Lig
Liv-Lyn
Lyo-Lyo
McCI-McL
McM-Man
Mar-Mas
Mat-Max
Mes-Mes
Mil-Min
Mit-Mit
Mof-Moo
Mor-Mor
Mos-Mos
Mul-Mus
Nal-Nas
New-Nol

1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1928-29
1929
1929

1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929



Box 26

Box 26

Box 27

588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604

605
606
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617
618
619
620

621

622
623
624
625
626
627

Obe-Ows
Pay-Pep
Poo-Pow

Pri-Pri
Pro-Pya

Rad-Raw
Ray-Red
Ree-Ree

Rei-Ric
Ril-Rix
Rob-Rul

Sam-Sav
Saw-Set
Sev-Shi

Sil-Sil
Sis-Snu
Snu-Sta

Ste-Ste
Sti-Sto
Str-Swi
Tal-Ter
Tho-Tib
Tol-Tol
Tow-Tru
Tul-Tul
Tur-Ups
Vas-Vol
Wal-Wal
War-Wat
Way-Wel
Whe-Wil
Win-Woo
Yag-Yat

Subseries |1

Subject Files

Faculty Honorary Degrees

News Clippings
News Clippings
News Clippings
Trustee/Executive Committee Minutes
Plans-Religious
Registrar—General

1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929

1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929
1929

1915-30

1921
1920
1920
1925-30
1926-27
1926-30



628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635

S & P Committee, Southern Baptist Convention
J. C. Austin—Financial
Financial—St. Louis Loan
Faculty Committee
Heating Plant
Kentucky Baptist Educaton Society—General
Minutes—Kentucky Baptist Educaton Society
Finincial—Budget

1926-30
1928
1928
1930
1930
1930
1930
1925-30
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